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Pillars of Support
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/@ multiple cities. Sawhney is
- y .
\V passionate about Internet

and mobile businesses. “When |
saw my personal motivations

and the big change that is hap-
pening, driven by technology

and Internet, I felt a connection,”
he says. “I want to mentor start-
up entrepreneurs for the next 10
years of my life.”

For Harsh Mariwala. who
founded consumer-products
company Marico in the 1970s

and notched up scale from a
modest 40 lakh in 1971 to
34,000 crore in 2012, the rea-
son is diflerent. It comes from the
understanding that an entrepre-
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neur's journey is often testing
and lonely. A large number of
companies struggle to scale up
further after a certain point, he
says. It is with this in mind that
Mariwala has launched a pro-
gramme called Accelerating the
Scaling Up of Enterprises : . dh T a L e L
(ASCENT), to enable growth- || - = B 111)] =~

stage entrepreneurs to scale up.

Sunil Goyal is another of
those who quit the corporate
world to support start-ups.
Goyal, a former CEO of Bharti
Teletech, set up YourNest
Angel Fund along with Sanjay
Pande to mentor and invest in
arly-stage businesses. “Small
is the next big thing to invest
in,” he says. ¢
TASLIMA KHAN
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